
Notes on Contributors

Roberto Breña has a PhD in the history of political thought 
from the Universidad Complutense in Madrid, Spain. He is a 
professor and researcher at the Centre for International Studies of 
El Colegio de México in Mexico City. His main academic interests 
regard the history of liberalism, liberalism in the Spanish-speaking 
world during the Age of Revolutions, the Atlantic Revolutions, 
intellectual history, and contemporary historiography. He is the 
author or editor of four books on the first Spanish liberalism and 
the Spanish American independence movements. Among his rela-
tively recent publications are “Tensions and Challenges of 
Intellectual History in Contemporary Latin America,” Contributions 
to the History of Concepts, vol. 16, issue 1, 2021, and the anthology 
Las revoluciones hispánicas y la historiografía contemporánea (2021).

Nicholas Buccola is the award-winning author of The Fire Is 
Upon Us: James Baldwin, William F. Buckley Jr., and the Debate 
over Race in America (2019) and The Political Thought of Frederick 
Douglass: In Pursuit of American Liberty (2012). He is also the 
editor of The Essential Douglass: Selected Writings and Speeches 
(2016) and Abraham Lincoln and Liberal Democracy (2016). His 
next book, One Man’s Freedom: Goldwater, King, and the Struggle 
over an American Ideal, will be published by Princeton University 
Press in 2025. He is co-editor, with Susan McWilliams Barndt and 
Roosevelt Montás, of The Princeton History of American Political 
Thought, which will be published in 2026. His essays have been 
published in scholarly journals, including The Review of Politics 
and American Political Thought, as well as popular outlets such as 
The New York Times, Salon, and Dissent. He is the Dr. Jules L. 
Whitehill Professor of Humanism and Ethics at Claremont 
McKenna College.

Alejandro Castrillon is an assistant professor at Baylor 
University in the Baylor Interdisciplinary Core. His research 
focuses on political theory, from ancient political thought to modern 
republicanism with a specialization in Latin America. He coedited 
Contemporary Far-Right Thinkers and the Future of Liberal 
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Democracy with Dr. A. James McAdams, a volume exploring 
outspoken Far-Right thinkers in Europe, Russia, Canada, America, 
and Australia. His research has been published in the American 
Journal of Political Science and History of Political Thought.  
Dr. Castrillón is currently working on a monograph on the constitu-
tional thought of Simón Bolívar, a Latin American statesman.

Brandon R. Davis earned an M.S.W. from Alabama A&M 
University, an M.A. in Gender and Race Studies, and a Ph.D. in 
Political Science from The University of Alabama. Brandon is also 
a former postdoctoral research associate at Brown University. His 
research focuses on American Politics, Law and Society, and Race 
and Ethnic Politics. Brandon is interested in normative and empiri-
cal approaches to institutions, representation, and criminal justice. 
In 2022, the National Science Foundation awarded funding for his 
proposal CAREER: We Dare Defend Our Rights: The Political 
Use of Law in the Enforcement of Voting Rights. NSF identifies 
this five-year, $500,000 integrated research and teaching award as 
its most prestigious award for early-career scholars.

Luke Foster is Assistant Professor of Government at Hillsdale 
College in Washington, DC. He received his PhD from the 
University of Chicago’s Committee on Social Thought in 2022. 
From 2022-2024, he was a Postdoctoral Research Scholar at the 
University of Notre Dame’s Center for Citizenship and 
Constitutional Government, and from 2020-22, he was a Visiting 
Research Fellow at Sciences Po-Paris. His writing has also 
appeared in American Political Thought, The Tocqueville Review, 
and Laws.

Pedro Gonzalez is Professor of Philosophy at Barry University 
in Miami Shores, Florida. He earned his doctoral degree in 
Philosophy at DePaul University in 1995. Dr. González has 
published extensively on leading Spanish philosophers, such as 
Ortega y Gasset and Unamuno. He is author of several books, the 
latest being Philosophical Perspective on Cinema (2022), Ortega’s 
‘The Revolt of the Masses’ and the Triumph of the New Man (2007), 
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Unamuno: A Lyrical Essay (2007), Human Existence as Radical 
Reality: Ortega y Gasset’s Philosophy of Subjectivity (2005) 
and Fragments: Essays in Subjectivity, Individuality and Autonomy 
(2005), and the novels, Fantasia: A Novel (2012) and Dreaming in 
the Cathedral (2010). He also published a translation and introduc-
tion of José Ortega y Gasset’s last work to appear in English, 
“Medio siglo de Filosofia” (1951) in Philosophy Today.

Rodolfo K. Hernandez is an Assistant Teaching Professor at 
the Kinder Institute and Truman School of Government and Public 
Affairs in political science and constitutional democracy at the 
University of Missouri. His research focuses on American political 
thought.

Daniel J. Mahoney is Professor Emeritus at Assumption 
University and a Senior Fellow at the Claremont Institute. He is 
author or editor of thirteen books including The Idol of Our Age: 
How the Religion of Humanity Subverts Christianity (2018), The 
Statesman as Thinker: Portraits of Greatness, Courage, and 
Moderation (2022), and The Persistence of the Ideological Lie:  
The Totalitarian Impulse Then and Now (2025).

Daniella Mascarenhas is an Assistant Professor of Political 
Science at Xavier University of Louisiana. Her research delves into 
the intersections of freedom and incarceration, as well as the 
dynamics between freedom and civic engagement. She particularly 
focuses on the scholarship of teaching and learning in political 
science, with her work appearing in the Journal of Political Science 
Education. Dr. Mascarenhas is also part of the inaugural cohort of 
Unstoppable Voters Faculty Fellows through the Center for 
Artistic Engagement. As a Faculty Fellow, she utilizes experimental 
classroom techniques that leverage creative approaches to enhance 
civic engagement on college campuses. Her forthcoming work in 
The Critical Review explores civic constitutionalism during the civil 
rights era. Currently, she is conducting ethnographic research on 
the neoliberal influence on the Louisiana prison system.
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Guillermo Perez is a Ph.D. student in the Department of 
Government at the University of Texas at Austin. He is also a 
Senior Research Analyst at the Comparative Constitutions Project 
and a Researcher at the Instituto de Estudios de la Sociedad 
(Santiago, Chile). His research focuses on non-state actors, Latin 
American politics, comparative constitutional law, and judicial 
politics.  

Phillip Pinell is a PhD candidate in political theory at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. His research examines the role 
of memory and identity in the history of political thought with a 
particular focus on twentieth-century Spanish liberalism. He is also 
interested in the philosophy of history and the politics of historio-
graphical interpretation. He has published articles on Cicero, 
Epictetus, Jefferson, Tocqueville, and Gadamer.

Nayeli L. Riano is a Ph.D. candidate in political theory at 
Georgetown University. Nayeli researches the legacy of 
Enlightenment thought in Latin America during the long nineteenth 
century and the contributions of Latin American political thought 
for a global enlightenment through the region’s political discourses 
on civilization and barbarism. She holds degrees from the 
University of St Andrews and the University of Pennsylvania.

Alejandra M. Salinas is a professor of political theory at 
Universidad Nacional de Tres de Febrero and Universidad Católica 
Argentina in Buenos Aires, Argentina. In her research, she focuses 
on contemporary classical liberalism, theories of democracy and 
populism, and a political reading of fiction literature. She holds a 
B.A. in political science and a Ph.D. in sociology from Universidad 
Católica Argentina.

Adam Seagrave is Associate Professor in the School of Civic and 
Economic Thought and Leadership at Arizona State University. He 
is co-author (with Stephanie Shonekan) of Race and the American 
Story.
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Stephanie Shonekan is Dean of the College of Arts and 
Humanities and professor of ethnomusicology at the University of 
Maryland. Previously she was a faculty member and administrator 
at the University of Missouri and the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. She has published articles and book chapters on afrobeat, 
Fela Kuti, Nigerian and African American hip-hop, soul music and 
country music. Her publications explore the nexus where identity, 
history, culture and music meet. Her books include The Life of 
Camilla Williams: African American Classical Singer and Opera 
Diva (2011), Soul, Country, and the USA: Race and Identity in 
American Music Culture (2015), Black Lives Matter & Music 
(2018), Black Resistance in the Americas (2018), and Dear 
Department Chair: Letters from Black Women Leaders to the Next 
Generation (2023), and Race and the American Story (2024).

Eduardo Schmidt Passos is an Assistant Teaching Professor at 
the School of Civic and Economic Thought and Leadership at 
Arizona State University. He received his Ph.D. in Politics from 
The Catholic University of America in 2018. His research interests 
include political theology, contemporary political theory, history of 
political thought, and Latin American political thought. His articles 
have been published in scholarly journals, including The Review of 
Politics and History of Political Thought.

Brendon Westler is an Assistant Professor of Philosophy at  
St. Olaf College. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from Indiana 
University. His research interests lie in the history of political 
thought, focusing on liberal and democratic theory. He has been 
especially interested in the development of liberalism in Spain and 
Latin America across the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. He  
is the author of The Revolting Masses: José Ortega y Gasset’s 
Liberalism Against Populism (2024).
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